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FROM THE BOARD 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE:  EWRS ï SOCIETY ACTIVITIES  

Dear members and colleagues,  
 
Though the year 2017 is already one month old, I wish all of you the very best and healthy, fruitful and 
hopefully peaceful eleven months in 2017.  
 
EWRS is a European Society which has members from all over the world ï we share a common interest 
in weeds, in their sustainable management, and in fact -based science. EWRS does not care about 
nationality, religion, colour, age or sexual orientation. EWRS-members automatically get this newsletter. 
However, the newsletter has many readers, who are not members (yet). I warmly invite all these weed 
researchers to join us.  
 
How can you benefit from a membership in EWRS? There are of course the ñtangible benefitsò:  The 
famous Working Groups of EWRS, offering platforms for workshops, discussion forums, joint 
experiments and many other activities. The EWRS-Symposia held every 2 to 3 years is an umbrella for 
all weed themes. The international journal Weed Research is sent to all members to keep them at the 
forefront of research.  
 
Moreover, I want to underline some of the other benefits: EWRS has an established tradition of covering 
various aspects of weeds ï ranging from causing losses to their role in evolution and ecosystems as well 
as in the cultural heritage of Europe. The same also applies to weed management covering all aspects 
within agro- and land use systems. Professional, cultural and personal backgrounds influence the 
emphasis given to the different aspects, but nothing is discouraged or  restrained. Hence, being EWRS 
member will widen your perspective for weeds and weed management.  
 
Without any doubt, English is the accepted language for communicating within EWRS. Nevertheless, 
EWRS-members are multilingual with over 30 different mother t ongue currently represented. Hence, in 
EWRS-issues, the vast majority of EWRS members are not communicating in their first language. Even 
though our younger members are trained earlier in English, I expect that many members share my 
occasional experience how easy and inspiring it is to clearly express myself in my mother tongue 
compared with the burden and struggle to try the same in English. Your level of fluency in English 
should not deter you from joining our society because we are all in the same situat ion and we treat each 
other with respect and consideration!  
 
For me, these advantages of a EWRS-membership, together with our common interest in weeds and 
their management, enriches my scientific life and helps me to get along in a world in which two 
processes are running at the same time: regionalization and globalization. Therefore, I repeat my 
invitation to non -members receiving the newsletter: join and become EWRS-member.    
 
EWRS-members have duties in the up-coming year: several positions on the Board will be open for 
elections in 2017: Vice-President, Scientific Secretary and two Additional Members. I am still optimistic 
that we can run these up -coming elections within the frame given by a revised constitution. 
Nevertheless, please consider your interest in becoming a candidate. 
 
Pozdrawiamy, 
Bärbel   
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I NVITATION TO THE 43 RD
 EWRS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Sunday 2 April 2017 
Agroscope, Nyon, Switzerland 

 
Dear EWRS Members, 
The Board of the EWRS announces and invites all her members to the 43rd General Assembly, which will 
be held at Agroscope, Nyon, Switzerland, on Sunday April 2 from 16.00 to 17.00 .  
 

Agenda  
GA-43.1 Opening by the President (GEROWITT) 
GA-43.2 Report of the Board (GEROWITT/BASTIAANS) 

¶ Activities in general, decisions and proposals 
¶ Ratification of the Constitution-2017  

GA-43.3 Report of the Scientific Committee (SOUKUP/NEVE) 

¶ Working Group activities 
¶ Status of the newly installed Task Forces  
¶ News on Workshops 

GA-43.4 Report of the Treasurer (POST) 
¶ Society Financial Report 2016  

¶ Foundation Report 2016 
¶ Acceptance/Voting Society Financial Report 2016 
¶ Acceptance/Voting Society Budgets 2018 

GA-43.5 Report of the Membership Officer (POST) 
¶ Membership status 

GA-43.6 Report of the Editor of Weed Research (MARSHALL/HATCHER) 
GA-43.7 Any other Business (GEROWITT) 

¶ 18th  EWRS Symposium, June 2018 
GA-43.8 Next General Assembly (GEROWITT) 

¶ 44th General Assembly 2018 
GA-43.9 Closing (GEROWITT) 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED FOR THE FIRST WEEKEND OF APRIL IN NYON 

Previous to the joint workshop of the EWRS WGôs Physical and Cultural Weed control and Crop-Weed 
Interactions, that will be held from 2 -5 April in Nyon, Switzerland, a number of meetings are  scheduled 
on Saturday 1 and Sunday 2 April, 2017. On Saturday afternoon  a Foundation Board followed by an 
Excom meeting are scheduled. These meetings will precede the 60th EWRS Board meeting on Sunday. 
Items that are on the agenda are for instance the adaptations of the constitution to align it with Dutch 
Law and the progress of the recently installed task-forces. Furthermore, the meeting will serve to make 
the final preparations for the General Assembly, indicating that the budget and the financial status of the 
Society will also be discussed. The GA is scheduled from 16.00 to 17.00 and will be held in the 
Conference Room of Agroscope in Nyon (for agenda see page 4 of in this Newsletter). 
 
On Saturday morning the meeting series will start with a meeting of the Task Force on Revitalisation of 
the EWRS-Symposium. This task force will prepare a proposal for the necessary changes to the 
Symposium, to turn it into a more vivid and lively meeting, that is of interest to a wider audience. In the 
early afternoon the Task Force on Communication will meet. Communication in this case both involves 
the internal communication and data management (e.g. membership office, electronic election 
procedure) as well as the communication of the Society to the outside world (e.g. web -site). In the next  
newsletter we hope to update you on the progress of both Task Forces.  
 
Lammert Bastiaans, 
General Secretary EWRS 



EWRS Newsletter ɷ 137 January 2017 

5 

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUPS 

EWRS WORKING GROUP HERBICIDE TOLERANT VARIETIES -  WORKSHOP  

Novi Sad, Serbia 
29-31 May 2017 

 
The EWRS Working Group óHerbicide Tolerant Varietiesô has announced to hold its next workshop at The 
Institute of Field and Vegetable Crops in Novi Sad, Serbia. The workshop will take place from May 29 ï 
31st 2017.  Dr. Goran Malidģa from the Institute has kindly accepted to act as our local host.  A 
promotional movie of The Institute of Field and Vegetable Varieties in Novi Sad can be found on 
ht tps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zI1g4SJ5CL4 . Travel and accommodation are at own expense. 
Selected exceptions could be made for students after evaluation (official application/justification  
needed). Hotels are located about 10-12 km from the workshop venue ( at the Institute) and the 
participants will be transported by bus of the Institute.  
 
The timing (end May) and location provide a great opportunity to combine research presentations from 
participants with a field visit to herbicide tolerant technology trial s at the Institute of Field and Vegetable 
Crops in Novi Sad. We are pleased to have received a positive response following our first 
announcement in November 2016. Additional interested scientist who have the intention to attend are 
kindly asked to notify Ivo Brants by a simple e-mail ( ivo.o.brants@monsanto.com ) as to be included in 
future communications related to this workshop. Practical and logistic arrangements will be made soon.  
 
We ask participants to indicate the intention to present some related research work and to provide the 
topic (technology, crop, draft title) which will allow to generate appropriate presentation sessions.  A 
wide range of relevant topics can be presented and could cover weed management in the new varieties 
as well as in the overall crop rotation, impact on IWM practices, advantages and/or disadvantages for 
rotational systems, watch outs and opportunities for HT varieties in specific agricultural systems, 
economic as well as agronomic sustainability and proposed stewardship measures.  
 
More information on the EWRS Working Group óHerbicide Tolerant Varietiesô can be found on 
http://www.ewrs.org/H erbicide_tolerant_varieties.asp . 
 
We hope to see many of you in Novi Sad in May, 
Goran Malidza, Jan Petersen, Ivo Brants.   
 
 

NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 

REPORT FROM THE 10 TH
 WEED SCIENCE CONGRESS IN SERBIA  

Dragana Bozic, Serbian National Representative; dbozic@agrif.bg.ac.rs  
 
The 10th Weed Science Congress organized by the Serbian Weed Science Society took place at the hotel 
Premier aqua in Vrdnik spa, located on the Fruġka Gora mountain, about 70 km away from Belgrade. 
The congress was held on September 21-23, 2016. The meeting was organized by the president of the 
Society, academic prof. dr Vaskrsija Janjiĺ and the Organizing and Scientific committees, which include 
weed and other closely-related scientists. This ensured a smooth and exciting meeting. In total, about 
150 participants from 14 different countries (Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Germany, Greece, 
Montenegro, Republic of Srpska, Romania, Republic of Macedonia, Serbia, Slovac Republic, Slovenia, 
Turkey, USA) attended the meeting. The Ministry of Education, Science and Technological Development 
of Serbia and chemical companies  (Bayer, BASF, Agromarket, Belchim Crop Protection, Adama, Agroarm 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zI1g4SJ5CL4
mailto:ivo.o.brants@monsanto.com
http://www.ewrs.org/Herbicide_tolerant_varieties.asp
mailto:dbozic@agrif.bg.ac.rs
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Chemical Agrosava, Galenika ï Fitofarmacija, Nufarm GmbH) sponsored the meeting. The scientific and 
concomitant programme were very diverse. The scientific program included six sessions (Weed biology 
and ecology, Invasive weeds, Crop-weed interaction, Herbicides and application techniques, Plants 
resistance and tolerance to herbicides and Nonchemical and integrated weed control). In total, there 
were 40 oral presentations (including keynote and invited speakers) and 35 poster presentations. All 
abstracts and most of the presentations can be downloaded from the Serbian Weed Science Society 
website (http://www.herboloskodrustvo.rs ).  
 
Highlights of the meeting were the keynote presentatio ns: ñHerbicide tolerant crops in Serbia: 
challenges and strategiesò presented by Goran Malidģa,  ñTranslating research into an integrated weed 
management program: sharing our company experienceò presented by Christine Brunel-Ligneau, ñWeed 
resistance and new herbicide tolerant crops in USAò presented by Stevan Kneģeviĺ, ñGlyphosate use- 
facts and myths in current debate, impact on weed communities and environmentò presented by Josef 
Soukup, ñWeed diversity, invasiveness, and mapping in Serbiaò presented by Sava Vrbniļanin, ñBiosense 
institute- perspectives of information technologies in weed controlò presented by Vladimir Crnojeviĺ and 
ñThe impacts of drift reduction techniques on the biological efficacy of herbicidesò presented by Mario 
Leġnik. In addition, on the first day, there was time in the schedule for a book promotion.  
 
As 25 students from different levels of study participated in the meeting, a quiz entitled ñLearning and 
knowledge connect usò was organized with the aim to motivate young people to visit these meetings 
and learn more about weeds. A very interesting tour through the beautiful mountain of Fruġka Gora, 
with visits to the Monasteries Kruġedol and Velika Remeta was organized, as well as a nice gala dinner 
and wine tasting session.  
 
As weed resistance is a serious and growing problem in Serbia, a round table ñWeed resistance to 
herbicides and resistance managementò was organized and moderated by Dragana Boģiĺ, Danijela 
Pavloviĺ and Maja Meseldģija. The most important conclusion from the ro und table was the decision to 
establish a Working group for weed resistance, which will manage activities regarding weed resistance 
to herbicides in the territory of Serbia. That group should include representatives from faculties and 
scientific institutes, which have the knowledge, experience and equipment for the resistance research. 
Also, representatives from the Ministry, responsible for agriculture, Extension services and pesticide 
industry should participate in the group. Responsibilities of the group  will have to be focused on the 
education of farmers, the creation and updating of a web -site, which should be a transparent 
information system and portal. On this portal, the data on new confirmed cases of resistance in Serbia, 
with recommendations for fa rmers and all available information should be continuously updated. Also, 
the mission of the working group will be to provide the funding for resistance monitoring and education 
of farmers on how to avoid resistance, or how to manage the already resistant populations. 
  
All-in-all, the 10 th Weed Science Congress was a well-organized and very successful meeting. The next 
congress will be organized after four years and we hope it will also be well organized and attended.  
 
Serbian Weed Science Society 

 

http://www.herboloskodrustvo.rs/
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MEMBER CONTRIBUTIONS  

THE HISTOLOGY OF  ALOPECURUS SPP.   

Dear colleagues, 
 
The next genus I am going to describe today 
under ´wetl and plants´ is Alopecurus. I already 
characterized Alopecurus myosuroides  Huds. in 
Newsletter 109 seven years ago. It is clear that  
one cannot define this species as a typical 
wetland plant. Ellenberg (1996) regards it, 
however, as a characteristic representative of 
wet soils. It tolerates waterlogging and low 
oxygen contents in the soil. It is not tolerant to 
drought stress as explained in the weed 
mapping atlas edited by Kraehmer (2016). It 
grows especially well on marshland soil from 
where it has presumably originated before the 
advent of crops in Northern Europe. 
Archaeobotany publications rarely refer to 
blackgrass. It was presumably not so common 
in Europe a few hundred years ago as today. I 
contribute here a few data on five related 
Alopecurus species: 
 
 - Alopecurus geniculatus L. (Bayer code: 
ALOGE), water or marsh  
   foxtail  
- Alopecurus aequalis Sobol. (Bayer code: 
ALOAE), shortawn or orange foxtail 
- Alopecurus japonicus  Steud. , Japanese foxtail 
- Alopecurus nepalensis Trin. ex Steud., Nepal 
foxtail grass 
- Alopecurus pratensis L. (Bayer Code: ALOPR), 
meadow foxtail 
 
The genus Alopecurus is one with many 
representatives found around the globe. The 
Kew GrassBase websiteb 
(http://www .kew.org/data/grasses -

db/sppindex.htm )  lists 39 species. 
 
A.geniculatus and A.aequalis are typical wetland 
plants which can grow in water.  
  
All Alopecurus species mentioned here are 
somewhere weeds in cereals with the exception 
of A.pratensis. A. geniculatus for example is 
typical of spring cereals in Finland; it grows, 
however, also in rice fields of Northern Italy 
(Figure 1). 
 

 
 
 
Alopecurus aequalis, A. japonicus and A. 
nepalensis occur in Asia where irrigated rice and 
wheat are grown in rotation.  
 
Alopecurus species do not play a role in cereals 
of the Americas, Africa nor Australia. 
A. pratensis is a typical meadow or pasture 
companion with a preference of wet sites. It 
also grows at riverbanks and on ditches. 
 
The inflorescences of Alopecurus species are 
spikelike panicles (figures 2 to 4). The spikelets 
have petioles (Figure 4). This is why the 
inflorescences are defined as a panicles and not 
as spikes. Lemmas are usually awned (Figure 5). 
The stems are surrounded by leaf sheaths 
(Figures 2 and 6). Vascular bundles are located 
in two to three ring -like arrangements, an outer 
ring embedded in sclerenchyma and two rings 
more towards the centre. The culms are hollow 
(Figures 6 and 7). The roots of all Alopecurus 
species look very similar as a comparison of the 
one shown in Newsletter 109 and the root of A. 
japonicus  here (Figure 8) will demonstrate. All 
Alopecurus roots have a central vessel which is 
surrounded by metaxylem elements. The 
phloem is located between metaxylem elements. 
 

 
Figure 1 : Flowering  Alopecurus geniculatus at 
the border of a rice fiel d near Stroppiana, Italy, 
end of May 2015. 

http://www.kew.org/data/grasses-db/sppindex.htm
http://www.kew.org/data/grasses-db/sppindex.htm
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Figure 2 : Flowering A. geniculatus from a pot 
with ornamental grasses of a garden centre in 
Germany. 
 

 
Figure 3 : Macroscopic view of spikelets in 
panicle of A. geniculatus 
 

 
 
Figure 4 : Three spikelets of A. geniculatus with 
petioles. 

 
Figure 5: Three spkielets of A. pratensis with 
clearly visible awns at lemmas. 
 

 
Figure 6: Transverse section of A. pratensis 
stem surrounded by a leaf sheath. Wacker  
              staining, ~ 20x.  
 
 

 
Figure 7: Enlarged, transverse section of 
Al.pratensis stem. Wacker staining, ~ 100x. 
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Figure 8: Transverse section of A. japonicus 
root. Etzold blue staining, ~ 100 0x 

 
References 
Ellenberg,H. 1996. Vegetation Mitteleuropas mit 
den Alpen. Ulmer, Stuttgart.  
Kraehmer , H. (ed.). 2016. Atlas of weed 
mapping. Wiley, Chichester, UK. 
 
H. Krähmer 
 
 
 

Back to Content  

 
 
 

CALL FOR CONFERENCES 

SETAC EUROPE ANNUAL  MEETING  

Brussels, Belgium 
7 ï 11 May, 2017 

 
Dear members of EWRS,  
 
During the SETAC Europe Annual meeting in Brussels, 7 ï 11 May 2017, Elisabeth Gross and Gertie Arts 
have organized a special session around primary producers entitled: óThe role of plants in ecosystem 
functions and services in the multi -disciplinary context of ecotoxicology, plant- and stress ecology.ô 
 
For a session description see: 
http://brussels.setac.org/wp -content/uploads/2016/07/The -role -of -plants - in -ecosystem -
functions.pdf  

   

Abstract for posters can be submitted between beginning of February and the 26 th of April 2017 via the 
next page: 
http://brussels.setac.org/programme/scientific -programme/abstract -submission/  

 
SETAC is a not-for-profit, worldwide professional organization comprised of more than 6,000 individuals 
and institutions in l00 countries dedicated to the study, analysis and solution of environmental problems, 
the management and regulation of natural resources, research and development, and environmental 
education. I ts mission is to support the development of principles and practices for protection, 
enhancement and management of sustainable environmental quality and ecosystem integrity. 
 
SETAC Europe SETAC Europe is one of five Geographic Units (GU) of the global Society, established to 
promote and further the mission of SETAC in Europe, the Middle East and Russia. 
 
Hope to see you in Brussels!!  
 

http://brussels.setac.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/The-role-of-plants-in-ecosystem-functions.pdf
http://brussels.setac.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/The-role-of-plants-in-ecosystem-functions.pdf
http://brussels.setac.org/programme/scientific-programme/abstract-submission/
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JOINT MEETING OF THE PHYSICAL AND CULTURAL WEED CONTROL  AND THE CROP-WEED 

I NTERACTIONS WORKING GROUPS .   

Nyon, Switzerland 
2 ï 5 April, 2017 

 
Dear colleagues, 
 
It is our pleasure to announce the next working group meeting of the Physi cal and Cultural weed control 
group in 2017. The workshop will be held in Nyon, Swiss from April 2nd to April 5 th. The title of the 
Meeting is óPhysical and cultural weed control tools as moderators of crop weed interactionsô. 
  
More details will be posted on the EWRS website: www.ewrs.org/pwc  in due time.  Please, donôt 
hesitate to forward this announcement to colleagues that might be interested.  
  
Best wishes, 
On behalf of the organizing committee,  
Judith Wirth,  Theo Verwijst & Marleen Riemens. 

 

 

WORKSHOP OF THE EWRS WORKING GROUP HERBICIDE  TOLERANT VARIETIES  

Novi Sad, Serbia 
29 - 31 May, 2017 

 
The EWRS Working Group ñHerbicide Tolerant Varietiesò will hold its next workshop at The Institute of 
Field and Vegetable Crops in Novi Sad, Serbia. The workshop will take place from May 29 ï 31st, 2017.  
Dr. Goran Malidģa from The Institute has kindly accepted to act as our local host. 
 
A promotional movie of The Institute of Field and Vegetable Varieties in Novi Sad can be found on 
https://www. youtube.com/watch?v=zI1g4SJ5CL4  . 
 
Travel and accommodation are at own expense. Selected exceptions could be made for students after 
evaluation (official application/justification needed). Hotels are located about 10 -12 km from the 
workshop venue (at the Institute) and the participants will be transported by bus of the Institute.  
 
The timing (end May) and location provide a great opportunity to combine research presentations from 
participants with a field visit to herbicide tolerant technology trials at th e Institute of Field and Vegetable 
Crops in Novi Sad. 
 
Interested persons that have the intention to attend are kindly asked to notify Ivo Brants by a simple e -
mail ( ivo.o.brants@monsanto.com ) as to be included in future communications related to this 
workshop. 
 
We ask participants to indicate the intention to present some related research work and to provide the 
topic (technology, crop, draft title) which will allow to generate appropriate presentation sessi ons. More 
information on the EWRS Working Group óHerbicide Tolerant Varietiesô can be found on 
http://www.ewrs.org/Herbicide_tolerant_varieties.asp   
 
We hope to see many of you in Novi Sad next Spring. 
Goran Malidza, Jan Petersen & Ivo Brants. 

Back to Content   

http://www.ewrs.org/pwc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zI1g4SJ5CL4
mailto:ivo.o.brants@monsanto.com
http://www.ewrs.org/Herbicide_tolerant_varieties.asp
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UPCOMING CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS 
 
 

  

19 TH
 I NTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON BIODIVERSITY  

23-24 February 2017 

Paris, France 
http://www.waset.org/conference/2017/02/paris/ICB   

 

JOINT WORKSHOP O F THE EWRS PHYSICAL AND CULTURAL  WEED CONTROL WORKING  GROUP AND THE CROP-WEED 

INTERACTIONS WORKING  GROUP:  "P HYSICAL AND CULTURAL  WEED CONTROL TOOLS AS MODERATORS OF CROP WEED 

INTERACTIONS "  

2-5 April 2017 
Venue: Nyon, Switzerland 

http://www.ewrs.org/physical_and_cultural_weed_control.asp   or http://www.ewrs.org/crop -weed_interactions.asp   
 

SETAC EUROPE ANNUAL MEETING  

7-11 May 2017 
Brussels, Belgium 

https://brussels.setac.org/  or  http://brussels.setac.org/wp -content/uploads/2016/07/The -role -of -plants - in -ecosystem -
functions.pdf  

  

THE 2ND
 GLOBAL HERBICIDE RESISTAN CE CHALLENGE "CHALLENGE ACCEPTED"  

14-18 May 2017 
Denver, Colorado, USA 

http://www.ghrc2017.org/   

 

WORKSHOP OF THE EWRS WORKING GROUP HERBICIDE TOLER ANT VARIETIES  
29-31 May 2017 

Novi Sad, Serbia 
http://www.ewrs.org/Herbicide_tolerant_varieties.asp   

 

PLANT BIOLOGY 2017  

24-28 June 2017 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

http://www.aspb.org/   

 

14 TH
 WORLD CONGRESS ON PARASITIC PLANTS 

25-30 June 2017 

Pacific Grove, California, USA 
http://www.parasiticplants.org/      

 

26 TH
 ASIAN PACIFIC WEED SCIENCE SOCIETY CONFERENCE ñWEED SCIENCE FOR PEOPLE, AGRICULTURE , AND NATUREò 

19-22 September 2017  
Kyoto, Japan  

http://www.c - linkage.co.jp/apwss2017/   

 

19 TH
  NEW SOUTH WALES BIENNIAL WEEDS CONFERENCE 

1 October 2017 

Armidale, New South Wales, Australia  
http://nswweedsoc.org.au/common/programs/EventItem.asp?id=875   

  

 

XXX I NTERNATIONAL HORTICULTURAL CONGRESS 
12-16 August 2018 

Istanbul, Turkey 
http://www.ihc2018.org/en/default.asp   

  

 

http://www.waset.org/conference/2017/02/paris/ICB
http://www.ewrs.org/physical_and_cultural_weed_control.asp
http://www.ewrs.org/crop-weed_interactions.asp
https://brussels.setac.org/
http://brussels.setac.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/The-role-of-plants-in-ecosystem-functions.pdf
http://brussels.setac.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/The-role-of-plants-in-ecosystem-functions.pdf
http://www.ghrc2017.org/
http://www.ewrs.org/Herbicide_tolerant_varieties.asp
http://www.aspb.org/
http://www.parasiticplants.org/
http://www.c-linkage.co.jp/apwss2017/
http://nswweedsoc.org.au/common/programs/EventItem.asp?id=875
http://www.ihc2018.org/en/default.asp
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